
R O S E M A R I E  A N N  S I R A G U S A
F A M I L Y  H A N D B O O K   
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M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T

 Students engage in a rigorous
academic program that fosters
college and career preparation,

digital literacy and learning
fluencies. Our learning community
celebrates diversity and empowers

students to learn as they evolve into
active global citizens.
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There is no power for change
greater than a community
discovering what it cares
about. 

M A R G A R E T  J .  W H E A T L E Y

3



Dear Students and Families, 

Welcome to the 2024-2025 school year! At

Rosemarie Ann Siragusa Global Academy,

our dedication and support of students and

families not only unite us, but define us. 

Our instructional practices, daily actions and

intentions support our commitment to the 3

tenets:  College and Career Preparation,

Learning Fluencies, and Digital Literacy.

This Family Handbook is designed to

familiarize you with building-wide

procedures and expectations at Rosemarie

Ann Siragusa Global Academy. Please be

sure to review the contents of this book

carefully. 

As a school community, the partnership we

share with our parents and guardians is

essential to the success of our scholars and

the achievement of our entire school. Parents

are encouraged to get involved in school

events and to support the school by joining

our amazing PTA.  There are many resources

for parents to utilize at home to further

support student learning at home.  

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Melanie Vancol

WELCOME
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Main Office 
e: mvancol@yonkerspublicschools.org

ph: 914.376.8570

M E L A N I E  V A N C O L

P R I N C I P A L
R O S E M A R I E  A N N  S I R A G U S A  G L O B A L  A C A D E M Y
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IMPORTANT
DATES TO
REMEMBER

MARKING PERIODS & REPORT CARD 
Pre-K & K SCHEDULE 

 
1st Marking Period- September 5-January 24
 
2nd Marking Period- January 27-June27

REPORT CARD DISTRIBUTION DATES
 

Week of February 3, 2025
Week of June 23, 2024

1-6 SCHEDULE 
 Fall Marking Period- Sept 5-November 27
 
Winter Marking Period- December 2- March 21

Spring Marking period- March 24-June 27

 INTERIM PROGRESS REPORTS will go
out as follows: 

1st:  WEEK OF OCTOBER 28, 2024
2nd: WEEK OF February 10, 2025
3rd:  WEEK OF May 19, 2025

REPORT CARD DISTRIBUTION DATES: 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 9, 2024
WEEK OF  MARCH 11, 2025
WEEK OF JUNE 23, 2025
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE
The State of New York requires every

student to attend school every day unless
he/she has a legal excuse.   

I f  your chi ld must stay home for  an i l lness
(fever or  contagious virus)  you must
contact the main off ice by 9 :00am to alert
the school  of  their  absence.   In the event of
an absence,  a written excuse for  the day(s)
of  absence(s)  is  required.   The note must
have the student’s  ful l  name and should be
signed and dated by a parent/guardian.   In
the event that your chi ld is  absent for  3
days,  a  written doctor ’s  note should be
submitted.   

Early  dismissal  is  not advisable.  Any parent
who must pick up their  chi ld before the
end of  the school  day because of  an
emergency must cal l  and alert  the main
off ice before 11 :00a.m. and send in a written
note.

Vacations outside of  the approved Yonkers
Public Schools calendar are not approved
and wil l  be recorded as unexcused
absences.   L ink to school  calendar :  

https: / /www.yonkerspublicschools .org/cms/
l ib/NY01814060/Centricity/Domain/4/2024-
25-off ic ial-calendar-rev-06-28-2024.pdf

Parents are asked to make appointments
after  school  hours to optimize instructional
t ime.   No student wi l l  be dismissed after
2 :45pm as it  interferes with dismissal .    
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This note can be located in the main office
and also on our school webpage.  This can

be submitted in person or also to our Power
School Clerk, Ms. Cardona at

mcardona@yonkerspublicschools.org



DRESS CODE
T o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  a  s a f e  a n d  s e c u r e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r
y o u r  c h i l d ,  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  d r e s s  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e
Y o n k e r s  C o d e  o f  C o n d u c t .  

S t u d e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  a t t i r e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  D i s t r i c t
D r e s s  C o d e :

1 .  S t u d e n t s  m a y  n o t  w e a r  e x t r e m e l y  r e v e a l i n g  g a r m e n t s  s u c h  a s ,  t u b e
t o p s ,  n e t  t o p s ,  h a l t e r  t o p s  o r  s e e - t h r o u g h  f a b r i c s .  

2 .  U n d e r g a r m e n t s  m u s t  b e  c o m p l e t e l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  c l o t h i n g .  P a n t s
a n d / o r  s h o r t s  a r e  t o  b e  w o r n  a t  t h e  w a i s t .

3 .  F o o t w e a r  m u s t  b e  w o r n  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  F o o t w e a r  t h a t  i s  a  s a f e t y
h a z a r d ,  s u c h  a s  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  f l i p - f l o p s  o r  s a n d a l s  w i t h o u t  a  h e e l
s t r a p  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d .

4 .  C l o t h i n g  w h i c h  p r o m o t e s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o d u c t s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e
p r o h i b i t e d .

5 .  C l o t h i n g  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  i f  i t  c o n t a i n s  o b s c e n i t i e s
o r  d e n i g r a t e s  o t h e r s .  

6 .  H e a d g e a r  o f  a n y  k i n d  i n c l u d i n g ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  h a t s ,  c a p s ,  a n d
h o o d s  m a y  n o t  b e  w o r n  i n  s c h o o l ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  h e a d g e a r  f o r
r e l i g i o u s  o r  m e d i c a l  p u r p o s e s .  

7 .  C l o t h i n g  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a s  " o u t e r  w e a r "  m a y  n o t  b e  w o r n  i n  t h e
c l a s s r o o m .

12

SPIRIT FRIDAYS
Every Friday will be a Spirit Wear day!  Please wear red

and black and show off your Siragusa Pride.  

Spirit Wear will be available to purchase from the PTA.  



CELL PHONE POLICY

S t u d e n t  p o s s e s s i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  c e l l  p h o n e s ,  p o r t a b l e  v i d e o  g a m e s ,
m u s i c  p l a y e r s ,  s m a r t  w a t c h e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e s  i s
c o u n t e r  t o  o u r  s c h o o l ’ s  e d u c a t i o n a l  m i s s i o n .   R e p e a t e d  s t u d i e s  h a v e
s h o w n  t h a t  c e l l  p h o n e s  d i s t r a c t  s t u d e n t s ,  l o w e r  t h e i r  g r a d e s ,
i n c r e a s e  b u l l y i n g ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e f t .    T h e  c e l l  p h o n e  p o l i c y  i s :
 

S t u d e n t s  i n  P r e - K i n d e r g a r t e n - 3 r d  g r a d e  m a y  n o t  b r i n g  a n y  c e l l
p h o n e  o r  e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e  t o  s c h o o l .  
S t u d e n t s  i n  4 t h  g r a d e  a n d  a b o v e  w h o  a r e  b u s s e d  o r  d r o p p e d  o f f
a n d  p i c k e d  u p  a t  s c h o o l  s h o u l d  n o t  b r i n g  a n y  c e l l  p h o n e  o r
e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e  t o  s c h o o l .
S t u d e n t s  i n  4 t h  g r a d e  a n d  a b o v e  w h o  w a l k  t o  a n d  f r o m  s c h o o l  m a y
b r i n g  a  c e l l  p h o n e  t o  s c h o o l .   T h e y  m a y  n o t  b r i n g  a n y  o t h e r
e l e c t r o n i c  d e v i c e .   A n y  s t u d e n t  w i t h  a  c e l l  p h o n e  m u s t  f o l l o w  t h e
p o l i c y  b e l o w :  

C e l l  p h o n e s  m u s t  b e  p o w e r e d  o f f  a n d  p l a c e d  i n  s t u d e n t s ’  b a g s
u p o n  e n t r y  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g .   
C e l l  p h o n e s  m a y  n o t  b e  u s e d  o r  d i s p l a y e d  a t  a n y  t i m e  d u r i n g
t h e  s c h o o l  d a y .  

S p e c i a l  R e m i n d e r s  f o r  P a r e n t s :   
T h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  a t  n o  t i m e  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s t u d e n t s ’  p e r s o n a l
p r o p e r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  c e l l  p h o n e s .   C e l l  p h o n e s  t h a t  a r e  l o s t ,
d a m a g e d ,  o r  s t o l e n  a t  s c h o o l  a r e  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f
t h e  s t u d e n t  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l y .   
P a r e n t s / G u a r d i a n s  w h o  n e e d  t o  r e a c h  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t o  c a l l  t h e
s c h o o l ’ s  m a i n  o f f i c e  a t  ( 9 1 4 ) 3 7 6 - 8 5 7 0  t o  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e i r
c h i l d  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y .   
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Arrival procedures
procedimientos de llegada

Student’s first day of school is September 5, 2024.   It is important from the
beginning of the school year to have a clear routine to get to school every day,
ready, and on time.   

Arrival

Students are required to be in their classrooms by 8:35am.  Students who arrive
after 8:40am must report to obtain a late pass.  Classes begin promptly at 8:35am.
Students will be allowed in the building at 8:20am if they participate in the
breakfast program.  All other students will enter through the courtyard door number
11 at 8:30am.  
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C A F E T E R I A
P R O C E D U R E S

All classes will have assigned
tables. Students must: 

1) Wait at the table until they are
called for lunch.

2) Remain in their seats except
when they are called up for lunch. 

3) Refrain from throwing any food
or making a mess at their table. 

4) Students must clean their area
and dispose of garbage.  

5) Wait until each table is called
for dismissal line up. Students will
proceed to assigned area and will
then be escorted out of the
cafeteria.

Students are not permitted to leave
the cafeteria without adult
permission.  

In order for all students to enjoy the
full use and convenience of the
cafeteria, these rules must be
followed:  

a) Adults assigned to the cafeteria
duty have total authority.  Students,
at the tables and in the lunch lines,
are to follow adult directions.

b) Food will be consumed during
lunch periods ONLY.  All students
must eat lunch during their assigned
lunch period in the cafeteria.
Students should only be in the
cafeteria during their assigned
period.  

G E N E R A L
R E M I N D E R S

a) Students may bring lunch from home, if desired, but no outside delivery or
restaurant food can be delivered or consumed. 
b) Courtesy and respect must be demonstrated to all cafeteria employees at
all times.  

30



dismissal procedures
The school adheres to a no dismissal policy between 2:45 p.m. and 3:00 p.m.
If a student must be dismissed early it must be before 2:45 p.m. and the
parents must have submitted a note prior to the early dismissal. It is
understood that emergencies happen, and these situations will be handled
by the main office staff and administration accordingly. 

All students will dismissed by 3:15 p.m. Students who have not been picked up
by 3:15 p.m. will be escorted to the main office and will need to be signed
out from our late log book. 
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dismissal procedures
DISMISSAL BUS PROCEDURES 
Bus children begin boarding buses at 3:10 p.m. Students in grades Pre-kindergarten
through 6th will be picked up from their class and escorted to their bus. • We have
informed parents that NO CHILD WILL BE CALLED AFTER 2:45 P.M. WE RESPECTFULLY
REQUEST THAT PARENTS WAIT OUTSIDE. IF A STUDENT IS A BUS STUDENT, A WRITTEN
NOTE FROM HIS/HER PARENT IS NEEDED ON DAY THEY ARE NOT TAKING THE BUS
HOME. Teachers must provide all notes and letters to the main office for early dismissal
before 10:00 a.m. 

DISMISSAL - WALKERS 
Students that walk home must provide the teacher with a note from the parent that
states they allow their child to walk home.  Walking notes should be submitted to the
main office by September 30th.  Only students in grades 4-6 can walk home with note
from parent on emergency basis.  Also, students CANNOT walk to the corner to meet
their parents unless the parent provides a note. 

32



Birthday Celebrations

Birthdays are important to us but special occasions don’t

all need to be celebrated with food to be fun!

All students birthdays will be celebrated with a building

wide weekly announcement. Students will also be invited

to wear a special badge or crown on their birthday if they

choose. 

On the day of the child’s birthday, parents are invited to:

Come in and read a special book on the day 

Come in and lead a special activity that represents

your culture or family

Send in goodie bags with non perishable items for all

students

Store bought cupcakes or cookies may be sent for

consumption during the lunch period only

*Please make sure to alert the classroom teacher at least a

week in advance if you are planning on coming in to the

classroom or sending any items.  
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NY State Emergency Response S.H.E.L.L

All  Schools  within the Distr ict  conduct a prescribed number of

Fire Dri l ls  and the required Lock Down Dri l ls  on an annual

basis ,  as  required by New York State Education regulations,

al lowing students and staff  to practice the emergency

procedures of  the school  bui lding.  Famil ies  wil l  be alerted

when dri l ls  are conducted via the ConnectEd phone messaging

system.  
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The number-one reason to join the Parent Teacher Association is  to

benefit  your child.  In  doing so,  you also help your school .  But there are

many more advantages.  Here are just  a  few:  

Get Connected.  There's  no better  way to know what 's  happening in your

school .  

Discover Great Resources .  The PTA offers  a  variety of  programs designed for

parents as  well  as  students .  

Tap into a Network.  PTA functions provide opportunit ies  to meet other

parents and teachers ,  bui ld rapport  and discuss parenting issues that are on

your mind.  

Grow your Ski l ls .  By volunteering with your PTA,  you gain valuable

experiences and personal  confidence.  I t 's  an opportunity to put your ski l ls

and hobbies to good use for  a  good cause.  

Speak Up.  Because PTA is  a  forum for  exchanging ideas,  you are encouraged

to make suggestions and more effectively  suggest  change at  your chi ld 's

school .  

Help Your Child Succeed.  PTA fosters  parent involvement.  Parent

involvement has been proven by three decades of  research to be the greatest

predictor  of  student success .   

Be a Role Model .  By becoming a PTA member,  you' l l  be demonstrating to

your chi ld the importance you place on education.

SIGN UP TODAY:   On the homepage of  our website ,  you wil l  f ind the

membership l ink that wil l  guide you on how to join.  We also have s ign ups in

our main off ice.   

Join the Parent Teacher Association
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September 18

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION 
PROPOSED MEETING SCHEDULE

 (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

October 16

November 13

December 11

January 15

Please check out our Facebook page:
The Rosemarie Ann Siragusa PTA
(Formerly School 14) Family

All general meetings at 7:00pm.  Executive team will
meet prior at 6:15pm

February 5

March 12

April 9

May 7

June 11

36
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Half-day dismissal
On half-days, all students
are dismissed by 12:00pm

Inclement weather, Emergency Delay and/or School
Closing 
In the event that the Superintendent of Schools needs to
delay the opening of schools and/or close schools for the
instructional day based upon current and/or impending
inclement weather conditions or for emergency conditions,
the delay and/or closure will be communicated as early as
possible via all current media outlets, as well as the District
website and any other means of mass communications
technology in use by the District. It will also be communicated
on our own school webpage and social media platforms.

Frequently Asked Questions
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Follow us on
social media to
stay informed

@Students1st_Siragusa

@SiragusaStudent

https://m.facebook.com/rosemarieann.siragusa/
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